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This inaugural issue of the International
Journal of Open Source Software & Processes
(IJOSSP) marks in a way an endpoint of long
discussions, and also a starting point. The first
talks culminated in a proposal and a discussion
at the Oxford Workshop on Libre Software in
June 2004. Main topics there and in following
exchanges were the necessity and role of such a
journal, and the approach to scoping. As a form
of end result, IJOSSP aims to publish research
articles on the large field of open source software
and processes, user innovation and related areas.
From the beginning a strict focus on high-quality
original research articles, ensured by a double-
blind peer review process, was undisputed. The
primary idea and mission is to enhance under-
standing of this field and neighboring areas by
providing a focused outlet for rigorous research
employing a multitude of approaches. [JOSSP
adopts an inclusive approach in its coverage.
Therefore papers from software engineering,
management, sociology and other areas, as well
as different research approaches are welcome.
Possible topics include, but are not limited to:

*  Characteristics of open source software
projects, products and processes

*  Case studies of open source projects, their
participants and/or their development pro-
cess

*  Communication and coordination in open
source projects

*  Open source adoption and quality

*  Open source software development pro-
cesses

»  User-centered innovation processes

*  Economics of a distributed innovation pro-
cess

*  Motivation of participants in open source
projects and other distributed development
efforts

*  Business models for open source and other
community-created artifacts

*  Evolution of both open source software
artifacts and open source communities

*  Legal issues of open source software

* Implications of open source software for
functional areas like public administration
or teaching

*  Usage and adoption of open source software
in different application areas and/or coun-
tries

*  Economic analyses of open source

*  Open science and open knowledge

*  Customer co-creation and user participation
in (software) design

*  Opensource software and processes research
methods, tools, and data repositories

It should be noted that despite the title,
IJOSSP acknowledges, embraces and covers
other respective forms and definitions of similar
nature, like free software or libre software, with
open source taking precedence because of slightly
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wider usage and in the sake of brevity. Therefore,
each occurrence of open source should be read
as free/libre/open source.

One of the most problematic issues faced
when considering a journal like IJOSSP is the
copyright policy. Sadly, high-quality and pres-
tigious academic publishing and open access
are still somewhat at odds today, although this
is changing. On the other hand, a journal deal-
ing with open source and related topics which
is closed off'is both an affront to the community
and its users. Therefore we are happy to report
that our publisher, IGI Global, is currently imple-
menting an open access policy which 1IJOSSP
will naturally be joining.

In the best tradition of open source and
user innovation, many people have contributed
in one way or the other to this journal already,
by providing inputs on orientation, theme and
other specifics. Many of those also now provide
further assistance in one capacity or the other, and
other will hopefully join in the future, or submit
their work. If the following lists of people are
considered, we find that research in the topics
covered by IJOSSP is indeed international (al-
though sadly participation from some continents
is still missing), and spans both academic and
corporate world.

The Editorial Advisory Board consists of the
following leading scholars of the field:

e Paul David, Stanford University, USA
& The University of Oxford, UK

«  BrianFitzgerald, University of Limerick,
Ireland

e Joachim Henkel, Technische Universi-
taet Muenchen, Germany

«  Eric von Hippel, MIT Sloan School of

Management, USA

*  Georg von Krogh, ETH Zurich, Swit-
zerland

 Karim Lakhani, Harvard Business
School, USA

« Jesus Gonzalez-Barahona, Universidad
Rey Juan Carlos, Spain

The following people agreed to serve as
Associate Editors:

Jean-Michel Dalle, Universite Paris-Dau-
phine (Paris IX), France

Ernesto Damiani, University of Milan,
Italy

Joe Feller, University College Cork, Ire-
land

Scott Hissam, Carnegie Mellon, USA
Greg Madey, University of Notre Dame,
USA

Dirk Riehle, SAP Labs LLC, USA
Gregorio Robles, Universidad Rey Juan
Carlos, Spain

Walt Scacchi, University of California - Ir-
vine, USA

Sebastian Spaeth, ETH Zurich, Switzer-
land

Ioannis Stamelos, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, Greece

The Editorial Review Board consists of:

Ioannis Antoniadis, Aristotle University
of Thessaloniki, Greece

Evangelia Berdou, University of Sussex,
UK

Cornelia Boldyreff, University of Lin-
coln, UK

Andrea Capiluppi, University of Lincoln,
UK

Carlo Daffara, Conecta Research, Italy
Marina Fiedler, Ludwig-Maximilians-
Universitaet Munich, Germany

Daniel German, University of Victoria,
Canada

Stefan Haefliger, ETH Zurich, Switzer-
land

Michael Hahsler, Hall Financial Group,
USA

Israel Herraiz, Universidad Rey Juan
Carlos, Spain

Nicolas Jullien, TELECOM Bretagne,
France

Sandeep Krishnamurthy, University of
Washington, USA

George Kuk, Nottingham University
Business School, UK

Jan Ljungberg, Gothenburg University,
Sweden



«  Bjoern Lundell, University of Skoevde,
Sweden

« Martin Michlmayr, Hewlett-Packard,
Austria

+  Sandro Morasca, Universita degli Studi
dell'Insubria, Italy

+  Gustaf Neumann, Vienna University of
Economics and BA, Austria

« Bulent Ozel, Istanbul Bilgi University,
Turkey

«  Barbara Russo, Free University of Bol-
zano/Bozen, Italy

«  Kirk St. Amant, East Carolina University,
USA

+  Sulayman Sowe, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, Greece

¢ Megan Squire, Elon University, USA

« Brian Still, Texas Tech University,
USA

« Stefan Strecker, University Duisburg-
Essen, Germany

« Giancarlo Succi, Free University of
Bolzano/Bozen, Italy

«  Frank van der Linden, Philips Medical
Systems, The Netherlands

« Andreas Wiebe, Vienna University of
Economics and BA, Austria

«  Donald Wynn Jr., University of Dayton,
USA

In this inaugural issue, 5 different papers
of high-quality by renowned scholars can be
found. In the first paper, “Open Source Software
Adoption: Anatomy of Success and Failure”,
Brian Fitzgerald gives an in-depth account of the
deployment process for two open source appli-
cations, only one of which was successful. This
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constitutes the first longitudinal study within one
organization spanning both types of results, and
critical influences in the process of adoption are
highlighted. The next two papers are especially
suited for this inaugural issue, as they deal with
tools and problems for empirical research on open
source software, projects and communities. The
first paper of these, titled “Tools for the Study of
the Usual Data Sources found in Libre Software
Projects” by Gregorio Robles, Jesus M. Gonzalez-
Barahona, Daniel [zquierdo-Cortazar and Israel
Herraiz, gives a survey of possible data sources
together with tools for the researcher and their
threats to validity. In the second paper in this
group, “Integrating Projects from Multiple Open
Source Code Forges”, Megan Squire deals with
problems when research spans several reposito-
ries of projects, which might yield data on the
same projects. The fourth paper, titled “Bridg-
ing the Gap Between Agile and Free Software
Approaches: The Impact of Sprinting” by Paul
J. Adams and Andrea Capiluppi, employs such
an empirical analysis of code repository logs to
uncover the effect of sprints on productivity in
open source projects. Lastly,in the paper “Teach-
ing Software Engineering with Free/Libre Open
Source Projects” Ioannis Stamelos discusses how
the major problem of involving the students in
real world software projects in software engineer-
ing education can be overcome by working in a
FLOSS project.

This first selection gives a glimpse at the
interesting facets and the diversity of research
to be published in IJOSSP. In future issues, this
scope will be even broader, in a joint effort with
our users and authors.

Vienna, May 2008
Stefan Koch
Editor-in-Chief
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